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HIGHLIGHTS 


March 8 - 14, 1992 


Frigid air grazed the Plains before settling over the 
East, possibly nipping jointing winter wheat in the 
southern Plains and fruit tree bloom in the Southeast. 
Early in the week, record warmth lingered in advance of 
the arctic front. Daily records included highs of 80°F 
in Columbia, MO, and 81°F in Jackson, KY. Farther west, 
evidence of the cold air’s advance included 18 tornadoes 
from Colorado to Mississippi, rainfall exceeding 2 inches 
from northeastern Texas to central Kentucky, and heavy 
snowfall in Arizona and Colorado. Snow moved out of the 
Rockies on Monday and accumulated to 20 inches near 
Boulder, CO, and 8 inches in Sioux Falls, SD. On Tuesday 
morning, temperatures plunged into the teens as far south 
as northern Texas, with Dalhart reporting a low of 13°F. 
Temperatures rebounded quickly in the Plains as the bulk 
of the cold surged into the East. Temperatures dropped 

(Continued to back cover) 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending March 14, 1992 





RELATIVE NUMBER OF DAYS 
TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY | 


PERCENT § TEMP. °F | PRECIP. 





STATES 





AND 


STATIONS 


AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
EXTREME 
HIGH 
AVERAGE 
DEPARTURE 
FROM NORMAL 
WEEKLY 
TOTAL, IN. 
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FROM NORMAL 
GREATEST IN 
24-HOUR, IN. 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE Mar 1 
PCT. NORMAL 
SINCE Mar 1 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE Jan 1 
MINIMUM 
90 AND ABOVE 
32 AND BELOW 
.01 INCH 
OR MORE 
.50 INCH 
OR MORE 
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Based on 1951-80 normals. 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending March 14, 1992 
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PERCENT | TEMP. °F | PRECIP. 





STATES 





AND 


STATIONS 


WEEKLY 


FROM NORMAL 
TOTAL, IN. 


FROM NORMAL 
PCT. NORMAL 


SINCE Mar 1 
PCT. NORMAL 


AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
EXTREME 
AVERAGE 
DEPARTURE 
DEPARTURE 
GREATEST IN 
24-HOUR, IN. 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE Mar 1 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE Jan 1 
SINCE Jan 1 
AVERAGE 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 

90 AND ABOVE 
32 AND BELOW 
.01 INCH 

OR MORE 

50 INCH 
OR MORE 





SHREVEPORT 
CARIBOU 
PORTLAND 
BALTIMORE 
SALISBURY 
BOSTON 
CHATHAM 


NN 
w 
w 
@ 
a 


' 


Nee 
wan 
' 

~ 


et 
wono 
eOo@nwornawre 


eessueste® 


ALPENA 
DETROIT 
FLINT 

GRAND RAPIDS 
HOUGHTON LAKE 
LANSING 
MARQUETTE 
MUSKEGON 
SAULT ST. 
ALEXANDRIA 
DULUTE 

INT’L FALLS 
MINNEAPOLIS 
ROCHESTER 
GREENWOOD 
JACKSON 
MERIDIAN 
CAPE GIRARDEAU 
COLUMBIA 
KANSAS CITY 
SAINT LOUIS 
SPRINGFIELD 
BILLINGS 


BARK OPH NNER RP NUP UNOS KH KrF ONONSHDOYNHRWOE+ 


Ne eaNstwt tse KP ArY Ue @O 


erPUWYIRPHNOYUWIAN HY DBOWOWUOSLo 


NerKPearPetWwIANeaeonw 
PREP NEP ERP RP Re eee 


PRR ee 
NK WHAT rP ae UTZ OUsOKrUANHSe OU 


» 


WWEeWUWOEBDWNNNN USA SWeeu 


De®oertwN STS KP AaN DIT ISWOKHONHNSABOBNKHWSOWe 


GLASGOW 
GREAT FALLS 
HAVRE 


BHA HH ORPHAN AU He 


HELENA 
KALISPELL 
MILES CITY 
MISSOULA 
GRAND ISLAND 
LINCOLN 
NORFOLK 
NORTH PLATTE 
OMAHA 
SCOTTSBLUFF 
VALENTINE 
ELY 

LAS VEGAS 
RENO 
WINNEMUCCA 
CONCORD 


PRE RRP HP OWRUNAOH EPH Os 


n 


n 


' 
NPrPAArP ONWHr Whee 
ee ye PRN Re 
WN HN & aww e 


CeCKrNSSKrPANCONNWUWAE 


CWOePrPeOUrwIetICCONOKrP KET rPTeNYUSeCan 


‘ 
Nwrorrry 


WKHASHOCHH HK SaENHRSBDHDWUAHROCOHUROOCSCH SUS SUH D 
Va neeHtNreae 


ROU HHH aR eASDYNWAOBDIOCOHPIYHROOCOHMUATUOH 


s~wustwenorrowr 


WU WH RPP emauw 
~ RY RENNER eee 


Reouvoaos#vieoewwe Vow Ouwy 


a a on ' pig 
WRWWOUSLSHKP RP RrPUrraWww 
WY AURP PNR Rs eOOTOe4 


wr Ne 


COLUMBUS 























DR UUP WN EE BENE BE EN ANWOOPNNOON EN NUNUPNOP COOP EE UWUUN NNN UU E NNN UNUNNWUNNWHN UP 
CCH COCOOCOCOOC OH OF EH OPM HOOCOHHOOH OCOD OCOCONSOSOOOOCSCOSDOSOODOHOH HOODOO OHHH HONE HHOMMOMOM 


PPPrrrrrrrrrrrr tt ee 
BUSI BH OSU BEAU UWUS SIMO TIAMUAAAIMAIIAUIHAVAAUHVNAHIVIANIAAARNUNARR RRR HM 















































Based on 1951-80 normals. 





March 17, 1992 Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 





Weather Data for the Week Ending March 14, 1992 
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Based on 1951-80 normals. 
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HEATING DEGREE DAYS (Base 65° F) 
March 8 - 14, 1992 


(Cumulative totals and departures from normal are for the period July 1, 1991 - March 14, 1992) 





STATES 
AND 
STATIONS 


WEEKLY 


CUMULATIVE 





DEPARTURE 


DEPARTURE 
DEP fm 90-91 


STATES 
AND 
STATIONS 


WEEKLY 


CUMULATIVE 





DEPARTURE 


DEPARTURE 
DEP fm 90-91 


STATES 
AND 
STATIONS 


WEEKLY 


CUMULATIVE 





DEPARTURE 


DEPARTURE 
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FORT SMITH 
LITTLE ROCK 
BAKERSFIELD 
EUREKA 
FRESNO 

LOS ANGELES 
REDDING 
SACRAMENTO 
SAN DIEGO 
SAN FRANCISCO 
STOCKTON 
DENVER 
GRAND JCT. 
PUEBLO 
BRIDGEPORT 
HARTFORD 
WILMINGTON 
WASHINGTON 


JACKSONVILLE 
KEY WEST 
MIAMI 
ORLANDO 
TALLAHASSEE 
TAMPA 

W. PALM BEACH 
ATLANTA 
AUGUSTA 
MACON 
SAVANNAH 
BOISE 
LEWISTON 
POCATELLO 
CHICAGO 
MOLINE 
PEORIA 
QUINCY 
ROCKFORD 
SPRINGFIELD 
EVANSVILLE 
FORT WAYNE 
INDIANAPOLIS 
SOUTH BEND 
DES MOINES 
DUBUQUE 
SIOUX CITY 
WATERLOO 
CONCORDIA 











NEW ORLEANS 
SHREVEPORT 
CARIBOU 
PORTLAND 
BALTIMORE 
SALISBURY 
BOSTON 
CHATHAM 
ALPENA 
DETROIT 
FLINT 

GRAND RAPIDS 
HOUGHTON LAKE 
LANSING 
MARQUETTE 
MUSKEGON 
SAULT ST MARIE 
ALEXANDRIA 
DULUTH 

INT’L FALLS 


SAINT CLOUD 
GREENWOOD 
JACKSON 
MERIDIAN 
CAPE GIRARDEAU 
COLUMBIA 
KANSAS CITY 
SAINT LOUIS 
SPRINGFIELD 
BILLINGS 
GLASGOW 
GREAT FALLS 
HAVRE 
HELENA 
KALISPELL 
MILES CITY 
MISSOULA 
GRAND ISLAND 
LINCOLN 
NORFOLK 
NORTH PLATTE 
OMAHA 
SCOTTSBLUFF 
VALENTINE 
ELY 

LAS VEGAS 


RALEIGH-DURHAM 
WILMINGTON 
BISMARCK 

FARGO 

GRAND FORKS 
WILLISTON 











CINCINNATI 


PENDLETON 
PORTLAND 
SALEM 
ALLENTOWN 
ERIE 
HARRISBURG 
PHILADELPHIA 
PITTSBURGH 
SCRANTON 
PROVIDENCE 


UBBOCK 
MIDLAND-ODESSA 
SAN ANGELO 
SAN ANTONIO 
VICTORIA 
WACO 
WICHITA FALLS 
BLANDING 
CEDAR CITY 
SALT LAKE CITY 
BURLINGTON 
LYNCHBURG 
NORFOLK 
RICHMOND 
ROANOKE 
COLVILLE 
QUILLAYUTE 











Based on 1951-80 normals. 
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National Agricultural Summary 


March 9 - 15, 1992 


HIGHLIGHTS: 


Sharply colder weather, accompanied by 


rain and snow, interrupted early-season activities in 


the eastern half of the Nation, 


and may have damaged 


some budding and blooming fruits and actively growing 


field crops. 


Continued above-normal temperatures in 


the West promoted further greening of fall-seeded 


grains. 


SMALL GRAINS: The greening and development of 
fall-seeded grains in the eastern half of the 
country was held in check by the colder weather, 
and rain and snow slowed the seeding of spring 
grains. Some freeze damage was noted in most 
parts of Kansas, with damage more severe to 
winter wheat in the southern region, where the 
crop was jointing. Thin stands were a concern 
to some wheat producers in Indiana, Ohio, and 
Missouri. Winter wheat condition remained 
mostly good elsewhere. Spring barley, spring 
wheat, and oats seeding was active from the 
central United States westward. 


OTHER FIELD CROPS: Corn planting 
interrupted by rains in the Southeast, while 
corn and grain sorghum planting progressed 
rapidly with drying weather conditions in 
southern and central Texas. Corn and sorghum 
seeding was also underway in Kansas. Cooler 
weather slowed seed germination from Texas 
eastward. Cotton planting increased in South 
Texas and the Rio Grande Valley. Preplanting 
herbicides were applied to cotton ground in 
California, but rains interrupted field 
preparations in Arizona. Irish potato planting 
continued in the East, and rice planting was 
underway in Louisiana. Florida sugarcane 
harvest was winding down. Sugarbeet planting 
was underway in Idaho. Seeding of tobacco beds 
continued between rains in the East. 


was 


FRUIT AND NUTS: Early budding fruit crops may 
have sustained some damage in the southeastern 
States from central Georgia northward. Lemon, 
grapefruit, orange, and tangerine picking 
continued between rains in Arizona. Cali- 
fornia’s Navel orange harvest continued with the 


crop over half picked, and Valencia orange 
harvest began in the Desert region. Lemon harvest 
was active along California’s southern coast. 
Florida Valencia orange harvest was increasing, 
while grapefruit harvest was active but slowing. 
Michigan fruit growers were concerned about 
possible effects the widely fluctuating temper- 
atures could have on bud set. 


VEGETABLES : Lettuce was being harvested in 
central and western Arizona, as weather 
permitted, while planting was undertaken in the 
east. Artichoke harvest was finished in the 
Imperial Valley, and asparagus was near 
completion. Asparagus cutting remained active in 
the San Joaquin Valley. California harvests of 
broccoli, cauliflower, carrots, celery, and 
lettuce continued, while summer’ vegetable 
planting gained momentum. Vegetable planting was 
also active in Florida’s northern areas, while 
Slowing in the central areas and nearing 
completion in southern areas. Harvest of winter 
and early spring vegetables continued in Florida, 
with tomatoes, cabbage, peppers, potatoes, 
cucumbers, strawberries, celery, squash, and 
carrots leading in volume. Harvesting of cole 
crops was as active as weather permitted in 
Texas. Seeding of hardy early season vegetables 
(including peas, spinach, cabbage, and lettuce) 
was underway in the Atlantic Coast States. 


PASTURES AND LIVESTOCK: Livestock herds were 
being moved off Kansas wheat pastures to feedlots 
and auction barns, but significant numbers 
remained on wheat in southern areas. Calving and 
lambing continued to benefit from mild 
temperatures in the West, and sheep shearing 
continued. 
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State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 
These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop 
and weather conditions important on a national scale. 
More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop 


Bulletins published 


each Monday by NASS 


State 


Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National 


Weather Service. 


ALABAMA: Rainfall 0.50 to” 2.350: in. : 
5.00 in. extreme northwest. 
8° below normal. 
Days suitable 
moisture 5% short, 


2.00 to 
Temperatures 4 to 


for fieldwork 

45% adequate, 50% surplus. 
Freezing temperatures damaged small fruit 
crops, winter wheat, vegetables, pastures; 
extent of damage unknown at this time. Acreage 
intended for spring planting 22%, 27% 1991, 24% 
avg. Fieldwork progress 60% on schedule; 37% 
behind normal, 12 days avg.; 3% ahead of normal, 
7 days avg. Corn planted, 15% 1991, 20% avg. 
Winter wheat 6% headed, 6% 1991, 7% avg.; 3% 
poor, 33% fair, 63% good, 1% excellent. 
Livestock feed now obtained from pastures 25%. 
Pastures 21% poor, 43% fair, 36% good. 
Livestock 41% fair, 59% good. Primary 
activities: Land preparation for spring 
planting, where possible; spreading fertilizer, 
lime; nitrating small grains, winter annuals; 
repairing equipment, fences; soil testing; 
planting corn, Irish potatoes, spring 
vegetables; pruning fruit trees; harvesting, 
marketing catfish; general care, feeding of 
livestock, poultry, catfish. 


cae Soil 


ARIZONA: Storms statewide, showers, 7th to 9th. 
Clear, sunny, warmer, 10th to 14th. Rainfall 
0.01 in. southwest to 1.20 in. north central. 
Temperatures normal to 2° above. Extremes 14°; 
77° higher elevations, 30°; 87° deserts. 

Cotton field preparation delayed, 
Alfalfa good; weed,insects moderate, 
light. Small grains jointing, 80%, 59% 1991, 
74% avg.; heading, 15%, 8% 1991, 12% avg. 
Lemons, grapefruits, oranges, tangerines, mixed 
vegetables, lettuce harvested central west. 
Lettuce planting resumed east. 


rain. 
harvest 


ARKANSAS : Temperatures slightly below normal, 
rain, thunderstorms early in week, heaviest in 
southeast. Extremes 15°; 76°. Rainfall 0.05 to 
3.64 in. 

Wheat good to excellent. No reports freeze 
damage. Little soil preparation done in south 
due to excess soil moisture. Some corn planting 
reported in Arkansas county. Pasture good, some 
weed problems. Livestock good. Northwest early 
budding peach trees suffered major freeze 
damage. Plum, apple, pear, blueberries in good 
shape. Grape losses due to freeze estimated 5 
to 10%. Northeast peaches good some freeze 
damage. Strawberries good. 


CALIFORNIA: 
the week. 
conditions. 
in the week. 

Progress field activities slowed, intermittent 
rains many areas. Excellent growth small 
grains, new alfalfa, sugarbeets. Few wheat 
fields yellowing, excessive moisture. 
Broadleaf weed control wheat, winter forages. 
Alfalfa received weed, weevil treatments. 
Limited green chopping alfalfa, barley, 
southern counties. Corn, cotton sprayed 
herbicides, planting preparation. Stonefruit 
bloom active. Almond trees near petal fall; some 
jackets splitting, falling. Treatment for brown 
rot, thrips, shot hole fungus, weeds active. 


High pressure dominated early in 
Above normal temperatures. Drying 
Low pressure neared the coast late 


Grape leaves pushing out. Kiwifruit, early walnut 
varieties broke dormancy. Navel orange harvest 
active; crop over half picked. Desert Valencia 
orange harvest began, minimal amount picked. 
South coast lemon harvest active. Artichoke 
harvest finished Imperial Valley. Asparagus near 
completion Imperial Valley, continued active 
central valley. Broccoli fairly heavy Salinas 
Watsonville, fairly light Santa Maria, good 
quality. Harvest continued Westside, Patterson 
Newman districts. Cauliflower moderate Salinas 
Watsonville, fairly light Santa Maria variable 
quality. Carrot, celery, lettuce harvests 
continued desert area. White flies, melons, 
Riverside County. Fresh market, processing 
spinach harvested, central valley. Fall potato 
movement Tulelake Butte Valley moderate. 
Planting beans, corn, cucumbers, squash, fresh 
market tomatoes continued. Other vegetables 
harvested: mixed lettuce, green onions, sugar 
peas, various oriental vegetables. Cattle,’ 
sheep, grazing, good condition. Active calving 
lambing, healthy young. Little supplemental 
feeding. Demand stocker cattle. Range pasture, 
good to excellent, will improve with warmer 
temperatures. Lakes, ponds filling; promising 
snowpack. 


COLORADO: Blizzard conditions on 9th brought 
over 2.00 in. of moisture near front range, 
significant moisture to rest of State. Northeast 
8 to 24 in. of snow with less reported in the 
south, west. Moisture in south, west mostly 0.25 
in. to 0.50 in. Scattered showers near Kansas 
border on 11th. Maximum temperaturess dropped as 
much as 40° in the east on 9th, slowly warmed 
through period. Temperatures 2 to 5° above normal 
except for the San Luis Valley which was 2 to 5° 
below normal. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 1.9. Soil moisture 
6% short, 61% adequate, 33% surplus. Spring 
barley 12% seeded, 10% 1991, 7% avg. Spring wheat 
2% seeded, 0% 1991, 0% avg. Oats 6% seeded, 2% 
1991, 0% avg. Dry onions 8% seeded, 5% 1991, 4% 
avg. Winter wheat 7% pastured, 6% 1991, 10% avg. 
Winter wheat 2% very poor, 3% poor, 12% fair, 57% 
good, 26% excellent. Pasture, range good. 
Livestock good. Calving 44% complete, 27% 1991, 
31% avg. Lambing 49% complete, 31% 1991, 29% avg. 


FLORIDA: Temperatures 5 to 8° below normal 
north, 4 to 6° below normal elsewhere. Highs 
around 80° north, middle to upper 80s central, 
south. Lows around 30° western Panhandle, low 30s 
Big Bend, around 40° northeast, low 40s central 
Peninsula, interior south, around 50° southeast 
coast. Temperature dipped below freezing 11th 
morning at some northern locations. Weekly rain 
totals: local amounts of 0.40 to 2.00 in. across 
north, Panhandle, up to 0.66 central, south. 
Soil moisture adequate to surplus Panhandle, 
northern Peninsula; short to adequate central, 
southern Peninsula. Field preparations active 
for spring planted crops. Corn planting active. 
Sugarcane harvest winding down. Tobacco 
transplanting gaining momentum. Citrus groves, 
trees continue excellent condition. Light rain 
this week. Bloom all stages all areas. Valencia 
harvest increasing. Grapefruit harvest active 
but slowing. Temple, Honey tangerine movement 
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slow due to limited 


supplies. 
cutting cover 


Caretakers 
crops, hedging, topping, 
unbanking young trees. Cool temperatures 
prevailed, much of week, over major vegetable 
producing areas. Near-freezing weather over 
northern area but no damage to recent plantings. 
Planting active northern areas, slowing central 
areas, near complete southern areas. Harvest 
winter, early spring crops active. Volume 
leaders: Tomatoes, cabbage, peppers, potatoes, 
cucumbers, strawberries, celery, squash, 
carrots. Also available: Snap beans, sweet 
corn, eggplant, lettuce, radishes. Tomato 
planting complete, Palmetto Ruskin area. States 
pastures fair to excellent. Pasture 30% fair, 
60% good, 10% excellent. Moisture levels 
adequate to surplus. State’s cattle herds fair 
to excellent condition. 


GEORGIA: 
normal. 


Temperatures 4 to 8° colder than 
Coldest upper teens to low 20s 
mountains, mid 20s to low 30s remainder north, 
central, low 30s south except mid 30s extreme 
southeast areas. Freezing 4 to 6 nights north, 
coldest central locations, 3 to 5 nights 
remainder. central areas, 1 to 3 nights coldest 
southern locations. Very warm 9th, highs low 
and mid 70s mountains, low, mid 80s central and 
south. Rainfall 9th to 10th. Amounts 0.50 to 
L400 in. lecal totals near 1.50: iss 

Days suitable for fieldwork 2.4. 
moisture 47% adequate, 53% surplus. 
very poor, 3% poor, 44% fair, 
planted, 8% TSS, 15% avg. Freezing 
temperatures hindering development. Tobacco 
76% fair, 24% good; 1% transplanted, 3% 1991, 5% 
avg.; needs warmer weather, freeze damage 
slight. Wheat 27% fair, 70% good, 3% excellent; 
59% jointing, 56% 1991, 62% avg.; 3% boot, 13% 
1991, 11% avg. Other small grains 37% fair, 63% 
good. Onions 50% fair, 50% good; disease 
problems stiil aconcern. Watermelons 42% fair, 
58% good; 4% planted, 6% 1991, 20% avg. Other 
vegetables 18% fair, 82% good. Apples 13% fair, 
87% good; 3% blooming, 1% 1991, 7% avg.; cold 
damage expected light. Peaches 1% fair, 84% 
good, 15% excellent; 69% blooming, 34% 1991, 65% 
avg. Cold damage assessment later. Pasture 1% 
very poor, 8% poor, 32% fair, 54% good, 5% 
excellent. Cattle 16% fair, 78% good, 6% 
excellent. Hogs SW fair, 91% good, 4% 
excellent. Activities: Applying fertilizer, 
spraying pastures, hay fields. Applying 
fertilizer small grains northern areas. Waiting 
for fields to dry, soils to warm to resume 
planting. 


Soil 
Corn 2% 
51% good; 9% 


HAWAII: Cold front brought rain, 
to agriculture from dry spell. 
to alleviate dry 


some relief 
More rain needed 
conditions, restore soil 
moisture supplies. Irrigation active, water 
restriction imposed vegetable growing area 
Hawaii island effective 7th. Reservoir supplies 
below normal on Maui. High pressure system 
brought some gusty winds, no damage reported. 
Temperatures high 50s to mid 80s. Rainfall 0.01 
to;2..50 ins 

Days suitable for fieldwork 7.0. Banana and 
papaya supplies remained near last week’s 
levels. Fruit set, development in papaya 
orchards adversely affected by the continuous 
dry weather. 


IDAHO: Scattered precipitation fell in the 
north and east. Temperatures 6 to 12° above 
normal. 

Soil moisture varied from short to adequate 
across State. Spring fieldwork continued with 
farmers plowing, disking, planting grains, 


sugarbeets. Hay, roughage supplies adequate to 
surplus. Calving, lambing was progressing well 
with livestock reported in good to excellent 
condition. 


ILLINOIS: Arctic air accompanied by light snow 
and brisk winds dropped temperatures some 50° in 
24 hours early in the week. Daytime highs mid 30s 
to mid 40s, while lows the upper 20s to the mid 
teens. Temperatures 5 to 10° below normal. Low 
temperatures across the state likely damaged some 
orchard crops, but should have caused minimal 
harm to winter wheat. Precipitation averaged 
0.20 to 0.50 in. for State, continuing a below 
normal trend. 


INDIANA: Temperatures 5 to 12° below normal. 
Highs low 30s to mid 40s. Lows mid teens to low 
20s. Precipitation 0.25 to 1.30 in. Winter 
weather swept back into the State. 

Snow, rain limited fieldwork. Main activities: 
Plowing, chiseling, spreading fertilizer and 
lime. Other activities: topdressing wheat, 
hauling manure, program sign up, machinery 
repair, fence repair, building maintenance, 
purchasing supplies, tax preparation, care of 
livestock. Winter wheat condition mostly poor to 
good. Hay supplies tight. Livestock mostly good 
condition. 


IOWA: Temperatures normal to 8° below normal. 
String of warmer than normal weeks ended at 13. 
Extremes 0° northeast 12th; 55° southwest 13th. 
No measurable precipitation extreme southwest to 
0.77 in. northwest. State’s average 0.17 in.; 
normal 0.46 in. 


KANSAS: Temperatures 6° above normal southwest; 
13° above normal north central, 7 to 8° above 
normal elsewhere. Precipitation generally light; 
ranging from 0.08 in. southwest to 0.29 in. south 
central. 

Days suitable 3.0. 
adequate, 2% surplus. 
short, 57% adequate. Cold front covered State 
early in week; dropped temperatures to teens, 
twenties most areas. Some freeze damage most 
areas but generally light northern areas. Wheat 
jointing southern areas; freeze damage probably 
more severe. Farmers top dressing wheat, 
planting oats, barley, preparing seedbed for 
spring seeding of corn, sorghum, soybeans. 
Livestock moving off wheat pastures to feedlots, 
auction barns. Still significant numbers cattle 
on wheat southern areas. Lambing, calving good 
progress; probably past halfway mark. 


Topsoil 20% short, 78% 
Subsoil moisture 43% 


KENTUCKY: High temperatures mid 40s north to 
around 50° south, 4 to 8° below normal. Low 
temperatures mostly around 30°, 3 to 6° below 
normal. Most rainfall early week. Rainfall 1.00 
to 2.00 in., 0.50 to 1.00 in. above normal. 

Winter returned with cold temperatures and 
snow. Producers increased feed for livestock. 
Wet, cold conditions stressed livestock, 
especially newborns. Early budding fruit crops 
may have sustained some damage. The extent of any 
potential damage is unknown at this time. Soil 
moisture adequate. 


LOUISIANA: Temperatures 0.3 to 2.4° below 
normal. Extremes 26°, 84°. Rainfall 0.04 in. 
southwest to 0.87 in. north central. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 2.3. Soil moisture 
supplies 37% adequate, 63% surplus. Corn 11% 
planted, 20% 1991, 10% avg.; 4% emerged, 2% 1991, 
2% avg. Rice 4% planted, 3% 1991, 2% avg. Water 
leveling active. Spring plowing 19% complete, 
17% 1991, 15% avg. Sugarcane 28% fair, 72% good. 
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Herbicide spraying, off barring, shaving, wet. 
Wheat 11% poor, 47% fair, 42% good; 1% headed, 
5% 1991, 3% avg. Limited fertilizing and 
herbicide spraying, wet. Livestock 4% poor, 42% 
fair, 54% good,. Pasture 12% very poor, 1% 
poor, 10% fair, 72% good. Vegetables, 25% poor, 
57% fair, 18% good. Crawfishing remained 
active. 


MARYLAND & DELAWARE: MARYLAND: 
1.55 in. Temperature 46.6°, 
Extremes 11°; 74°. 

Activities: planting peas; 
fertilizer; active 
planting; marketing, 
checking on newborn 
firewood. 

DELAWARE: Precipitation 1.34 in. Temperature 
47.0°, normal 42.7°. Extremes 23°; 67°. 

Activities: Planting peas; marketing, caring 
for livestock; buying seed, fertilizer; active 
preparation for spring planting; marketing, 
caring for livestock; checking on newborn 
livestock; cutting firewood. 


Precipitation 
normal 42.2°. 


buying seed & 
preparation for spring 
caring for livestock; 

livestock; cutting 


MICHIGAN: Temperatures 4 to11° below normal. 
Extremes -17°; 63°. Precipitation none to 1.34 
in. across the State. Cold temperatures returned 
to State last week bringing ice, new snow 
throughout the State. 

Fruit growers are concerned about what effect 
the fluctuating temperatures will have on bud 
set. Livestock are doing well inspite of the 
low temperatures. Feed supplies are good. 
Major activities included: indoor repairs, 


cleanup; pruning; spreading manure; caring for 
livestock. 


MINNESOTA: Temperatures 2° above normal to 7° 
below normal for the State. Extremes -8°; 49°, 
Precipitation totals none to 1.34 in. for the 
State, which was 0.30 to 0.95 in. above normal 
for the southern third of the State, 0.04 to 
0.32 in. below normal elsewhere. Greatest weekly 
total 1.81 in. at Waseca. Snowfall 3 to 8 in. 
for the southern half of the State, less than 1 
in, elsewhere. Snow depth at weekend 6 to 9 in. 
for the northeast, north central, a trace to 3 
in. elsewhere. 

Some of the corn left standing after the 
November 1 snowstorm is being harvested. Many 
areas of the State report soils have thawed and 
a little run off from recent precipitation. 
Moisture around the State is mostly adequate to 
surplus. 


MISSISSIPPI: Temperature 52°, 1.6 below 
normal. Extremes 14°; 84°. The northern third 
of the State received above normal rainfall. 
The rest of the State received below normal 
rainfall. Rainfall 1.66 in., 0.29 above normal. 
Soil temperatures 55°. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 1.8, 3.3 1991, 1.7 
avg. Soil moisture 3% short, 35% adequate, 52% 
surplus, 10% excessive. Corn 10% planted, 5% 
1991, 6% avg.; 3% emerged. Watermelons 2% 
planted, 10% 1991, 6% avg. Wheat 34% jointing, 
20% 1991, 41% avg.; 59% fair, 41% good. Hay 
supply 11% short, 77% adequate, 12% surplus. 
Feed grain 17% short, 78% adequate, 5% surplus. 
Livestock 24% fair, 71% good, 5% excellent. 
Pasture 91% or normal. Activities: Shopwork, 
preparation for planting. 


MISSOURI: Temperatures normal east to 5° above 
normal northwest. Precipitation 0.19 in., most 


areas less than 0.25 in., over 1.00 in. extreme 
southeast, 


Fieldwork slowed by showers, return of cooler 
temperatures, tillage, oat seeding resuming. Some 
concern about thin wheat stands. Livestock doing 
well. 


MONTANA: Temperatures well above normal. 
Precipitation below normal across most of State. 
South central received beneficial precipitation 
oef..0.10 to 0.60 -in. 

Winter wheat condition primarily unchanged from 
a week ago with most of the crop fair to good. 
Calving, lambing continues under favorable 
conditions. 


NEBRASKA: Temperatures normal in the central to 
5° above normal in the northwest. Precipitation 
occurred the first half of the week with 0.02 to 
0.80 in reported. 

Storm on 9th brought high winds. Limited 
snowfall brought more moisture for some pastures, 
wheat fields, minimal problems for livestock 
producers. Wheat greening with warmer weather. 


NEVADA: Northwest no precipitation, trace 
northeast, Las Vegas almost an inch. Temperatures 
above normal statewide, many stations 7° above 
normal or higher. Extremes 11°; 79°. 

Anticipated irrigation water allocations area 
major concern to farmers. Calving, lambing 
continue, aided by mild weather. Major 
activities preparing for spring planting, care, 
feeding of livestock. 


NEW ENGLAND: Precipitation 0.20 to 2.30 in. 
north; 0.65 to 2.10 in. south. Temperatures low 
20s to low 30s north, low to high 30s south. 
Maximum temperatures mid 40s north to high 50s 
south; minimum temperatures -11° north to low 20s 
south. 

Major farm activities: General repairs, 
maintenance, tending livestock, moving crops from 
storage. 
NEW JERSEY: Temperatures much below normal. 
Extremes 8°; 68°. Rainfall 1.03 in. north, 0.62 
in. central; 0.60 in. south. Heaviest 24 hour 
total 1.30 in. on 10th, Lith. Estimated sei 
moisture, in percent field capacity, averaged 
100% north, 99% central, south. Four inch soil 
temperatures 41° north, 42° central, 44° south. 

Farmers planting early vegetables: asparagus, 
cabbage, escarole, leaf, head lettuce, peas, 
spinach. Planting 7 to 10 days early due to warm 
temperatures during previous weeks. Ground 
preparation, some fertilizing continues. 


NEW MEXICO: Temperatures continued to average 
as much as 4° above normal across the northwestern 
plateau, northeastern plains with most of the 
central, southwest sections of the State 1 to 2° 
warmer than usual. The central highlands, parts 
of the southeastern plains were slightly cooler 
than normal. Precipitation was scarce over most 
of the State with light amounts recorded in both 
the northern mountains, southern part of the 
central highlands. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Soil moisture 
6% short, 91% adequate, 3% surplus. Crop 
conditions: Alfalfa, 29%... fair, 71% good. 
Irrigated wheat, 33% fair, 56% good 11% excellent 
with 55% being grazed. Dryland wheat 38% fair, 
62% good with 65% being grazed. Onions, lettuce 
good. Cattle, sheep in fair to good. Range 
condition 89% of normal. 


NEW YORK: Storm in early week brought heavy 
snows to west, substantial rain to east. Overa 
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foot of snow fell in western areas. 
precipitation was in southeast. Weather was 
very mild early in the week, turned, stayed 
quite cold for the remainder of the week. 

Major activities: Caring for livestock, 
winter chores, maintenance work, attending 
meetings, moving crops from storage. 


Least 


NORTH CAROLINA: Unseasonably warm tempera- 
tures first of week, colder last of week. Snow 
in mountains, freeze warning statewide. 
Extremes 11°; 81°. Precipitation 0.03 to 1.58. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 3.9. Soil moisture 
2% short, 76% adequate, 22% surplus. Crop 
condition: Wheat 11% fair, 83% good, 6% 
excellent; Oats 11% #£fair, 88% good, 1% 
excellent; Barley 10% fair, 88% good, 2% 
excellent; Rye 12% fair, 87% good, 1% excellent; 
Pasture 7% poor, 37% fair, 55% good, 1% 
excellent; Tobacco plant beds 34% fair, 63% 
good, 3% excellent; Irish potatoes 6% poor, 12% 
fair, 82% good. Irish potato planting 55%, 40% 
1991, 38% avg.; Cabbage planting 66%, 39% 1991, 
35% avg. Hay, roughage supplies 4% short, 92% 
adequate, 4% surplus. Feed grain supplies 5% 
short, 92% adequate, 3% surplus. Livestock feed 
from pastures 34%. Activities: Land prepara- 
tion; preparing, seeding tobacco plant beds; 
topdressing small grains and pastures; planting 
Irish potatoes, cabbage; tending livestock; 
pruning fruit trees; repair; maintenance. 


NORTH DAKOTA: Temperatures 6 to 12° above 
normal. Extremes O° northeast, north central; 
55° northwest, southwest, south central. 
Precipitation O.6% in. southeast, south 
central; 0.09 in. northeast. 

Alfalfa, winter wheat, rye in fair to good 
condition. Livestock in good to excellent 
condition; calving, lambing well underway; 
muddy lots causing scour problems; feed supplies 
adequate. Livestock marketings normal. Grain 
marketings normal, rail car shortage some areas. 


OHIO: Winter returned after a week of spring- 
like weather. Temperatures 5S to 10° below 
normal. Highs mid 30s to mid 40s with average 
lows teens north to low to mid 20s south with a 
few single digit temperatures across the north. 
Extreme high temperatures in the 60s to 70s on 
9th. Precipitation 0:25 to 0.75 in, some of 
which was snow. Snowfall 1 to 3 in. over much of 
the State 11th morning, with Youngstown 
reporting 10 in. Much of the State has 
experienced below normal precipitation for the 
year. Four-inch soil temperatures cooled, still 
remained above freezing. 

From observations, condition of winter wheat 
is considered mostly fair, several fields 
showing poor stands. Seeding wheat in dry 
soils, an early cold snap in November caused 
poor stands, disease problems. 


OKLAHOMA : Temperatures normal southeast to 2° 
above normal Panhandle, northeast. Precipita- 
tion none most districts to 0.02 in. northeast. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 4.9. Topsoil 14% 
short, 58% adequate, 28% surplus. Subsoil 100% 
adequate. Wheat 16% fair, 177% good, 7% 
excellent; 45% jointing, 15% 1991, 15% avg. 
Freeze damage indeterminable. Armyworm, 
greenbug infestations moderately heavy west. 
Some corn plantings southeast. Cattle good; 
marketings average; prices stable to $3 per 
cwt., higher than preceding week. 


OREGON: 
statewide. 
statewide. 


Temperatures 5° above normal 
Little or no- precipitation 
Extreme southern coast 0.10 in. 


Soil moisture, mostly adequate western areas; 
short to adequate eastern areas. Winter wheat 
condition, fair to good. Winter wheat, mint, hay 
fields beginning to green up. Spring wheat 
planting, grain crop fertilizer applications 
underway. Fruit, nut trees blooming. Raspberries 
planting beginning. Fields being prepared for 
Strawberry planting. Caneberry fertilizer, 
pesticide applications underway. Livestock 
condition mostly good. Pastures greening 
statewide, still dry, eastern areas. Calving, 
lambing continued, excellent conditions. Range, 
pasture, fair to good eastern areas; good to 
excellent western areas. 


PENNSYLVANIA: Warm early, then turned sharply 
colder; precipitation above normal. Temperature 
34°, 2° above normal. Extremes 0° # 71°. 
Precipitation 0.93 in., 0.19 in. above normal. 
Activities: Repairing fence; hauling manure; 
maintaining machinery; caring for livestock. 


SOUTH CAROLINA: Temperatures 1 to 3° below 
normal statewide. Rainfall 0.40 in. statewide. 

Farm activities: Peach frost damage 
unavailable, tobacco bed condition fair, corn 
planting underway, small grain condition good, 
livestock good. 


SOUTH DAKOTA: Temperatures mid 20s in the east 
to around 40° in the southwest. Temperatures 2° 
below normal to 8° above normal. Extremes -8°; 
69°, The southeast received over an inch of 
precipitation while northern areas received light 
rainfall with most locations reporting none. The 
rest of the State received 0.25 to 0.75 in. 
Maximum precipitation 1.55 in. 


TENNESSEE: Cold front entered state early in 
week, spreading rain and cold temperatures during 
midweek. Rains ended by end of week, however cool 
temperatures remained. Temperatures below normal 
statewide. Coolest readings recorded on the 
Cumberland Plateau, 12° below normal. Highs 
statewide averaged from the mid 40s to mid 50s. 
Lows averaged from the mid 20s to upper 30s. 
Rain, snow fell statewide. Precipitation in 
eastern sections the Cumberland Plateau below 
normal. Precipitation in western to middle 
sections well above normal. Western counties 
recorded most precipitation with more than 2.00 
in. above normal. 

Soil moisture mostly adequate statewide. 
Winter wheat rated good to excellent condition. 
Farmers busy topdressing small grains. Freezing 
temperatures caused some damage to budding fruit 
trees. Extent of damage undetermined at this 
time. Pruning of fruit trees continues. Growers 
planting irish potatoes, cabbage. Limited corn 
planting underway. Land preparation slowed by 
rain, snow, cold weather. Growers are hopeful 
that cold snap may decrease insects, weeds, 
diseases. Tobacco bed preparation slowed by 
inclement weather, however considerable progress 
working tobacco was already made in previous 
weeks. Hay, roughage supplies adequate. Pasture 
growth slowed by cold temperatures. Livestock 
rated good to excellent condition. 


TEXAS: Temperatures were in the weather 
spotlight rather than rainfall last week. Most 
growing areas of State got a reminder that winter 
isn’t over yet. Shift in weather circulation 
brought Canadian air into deep south interrupting 
an otherwise mild winter across State. Rains 
limited as system moved through area without 
delay. All areas behind on rain for week, 
compared to normal. Departures -0.11 in. in Trans 
Pecos to -0.58 in. along Upper Coastal. 
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Temperature departures mixed. High Plains, 
South Texas, Rio Grande Valley had 3 to 4° above 
normal. South Central Texas, rice belt 2° below 
normal for the week. 

Crops: Sunshine and warm weather promoted 
excellent small grains growth. On Plains some 
control on fields for aphids, greenbugs. 
Fertilized fields shown good vegetative growth. 
Other fields need fertilizing to increase 
grazing prospects. Cold caused slight damage to 
tender plants, extent of damage not expected to 
be widespread. Cattle moved off wheat fields. 
Statewide wheat condition 86% normal, 67% 1991. 
Corn and grain sorghum planting progressed 
rapidly with drying weather conditions in South 
and Central Texas. Seed germination delayed to 
cool weather on some planted fields. Cool, damp 
weather in Coastal Bend slowed planting. Cotton 
planting increased in South Texas and Rio Grande 
Valley. Pre-planting preparations on Plains 
began. Some pre-watering also began. 

Commercial Vegetables: Rio Grande Valley, 
melons progressed well. Some melon planting as 
drying conditions improved. Harvesting of cole 
crops as weather allowed. High Plains, land 
preparations for vegetable planting. Some 
potatoes planted. East Texas, land preparation 
limited by excess moisture. Trans Pecos, land 
preparation full swing. Some cantaloupe 
planting began. Peaches full bloom to petal 
drop stage. Some blooming, spraying on late 
trees. Effects of freeze not determined. 

Range and _ Livestock: Ranges, pastures 
greening up, providing good forage. Livestock 
conditions improved with dryer conditions. Cold 
temperatures delayed some new growth emerging on 
pasture land. 








UTAH: Temperature maximums 4° above normal, 
minimums 5° above normal. Precipitation heavy 
in the Dixie region to moderate except in north 
central, northern mountains division, where it 
was light. 

Range, pasture grasses are coming 
dormancy, fall seeded grains good. 
activities: 
small grains, 


out of 

Major farm 

Calving, lambing, planting onions, 
tillage operations, fertilizer. 


VIRGINIA: Temperatures above normal early in 
the week, then averaged below normal by weekend. 
Extremes 18°; 78°. Rainfall was recorded 
Statewide. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 1.8. Topsoil 2% 
short, 58% adequate, 40% surplus. Pasture 16% 
poor, 49% fair, 33% good, 2% excellent. Alfalfa 
21% poor, 39% fair, 40% good. Barley 5% poor, 
31% fair, 59% good, 5% excellent. Wheat 1% 
poor, 38% fair, 57% good, 4% excellent. Apples 
mostly fair. Tobacco plant bed 5% poor, 30% 


fair, 65% good. Tobacco plantbeds 78% seeded. 
Potato planting about 40% complete. Liming, 
fertilizing, top dressing, putting down plastic 
for tomatoes, pruning fruit trees, seeding tobacco 
plantbeds. 


WASHINGTON: Temperatures 4 to 6° above normal 
west; 6 to 9° above normal east. Precipitation 
none to 0.03 in. west; none reported east. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Soil moisture 
11% short, 84% adequate, 5% surplus. Hay, other 
roughage 10% short, 77% adequate, 13% surplus. 
Range, pasture 10% poor, 15% fair, 70% good, 5% 
excellent. Winter wheat 12% fair, 88% good. 
Winter barley 6% fair, 94% good. Warm, sunny days 
resulted in increased activity among agricultural 
producers. Irrigation ditches were cleaned, 
fences were repaired. Some areas still too wet to 
work. Fieldwork picked up with weed spraying, 
fertilizer applications eastern winter wheat. 
Fields showing rust western areas. Spring wheat, 
barley planting continued. Alfalfa growing; cold 
snap could hurt. Apricots blooming ahead of 
average central areas. Good weather dried out 
barn lots, feeding areas. Calf viruses due to 
muddy conditions exist. 


WEST VIRGINIA: Temperature 35°. 
80°... Precipitation 1.10 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 1.3, Soil moisture, 
4% short, 71% adequate, 25% surplus. Wheat, 
good. Barley, good. Hay feed supplies, 
adequate. Other feed supplies, adequate. Cattle, 
good. Sheep, good. Cows calved, 59%. Sheep 
lambed, 64%. Farm activities: General 
maintenance, plowing, preparing tobacco beds, 
fencing, calving, lambing. 


Extremes 10°; 


WISCONSIN: Temperature 19°. Extremes -23°; 56°. 
A mix of precipitation on 9th; snowfall 5 to 12 
in. from the west central to northeastern areas. 
Snow in the southern areas were in the 1 to 2 in. 
range. Light snow showers near Lake Michigan, 
Superior on 10th to llth. Light snow in the 
southwest on 13th with amounts generally less 
than an inch. 


WYOMING: Temperatures above normal. 
as much as 6 to 10° above normal. Precipitation 
well below normal in the west, far north. The 
rest of the State had normal to above normal 
precipitation. Moisture fell early in the period 
with dry conditions the last four days. 

1992 Winter wheat in fair to good condition. 
Livestock in mostly good condition. Calving, 
lambing, shearing continuing. Supplemental 
feeding continuing. Spring fieldwork, ground 
preparation beginning. 


Some areas 
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International Weather and Crop Summary 
HIGHLIGHTS 


March 8 - 14, 1992 


FORMER USSR: Unseasonably warm, dry weather 


SOUTH ASIA: Seasonable dry, warm weather benefits 
covers dormant winter grains. Weather conditions 


favor early season fieldwork in the south. 


EUROPE: Rain helps northern crop areas, but 
dryness continues across the south. 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Drought severely stresses 
reproductive winter grains in Morocco. Soaking 


rain benefits crops in eastern Algeria and 
Tunisia. 


SOUTH AFRICA: 
region. 


Warm, dry weather dominates the 


wheat and oilseed growth and rice maturation. 


EASTERN ASIA: Winter wheat needs additional rain 
for adequate early growth. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Showers benefit Java’s rice and 
Malaysia’s oil palm. 


AUSTRALIA: Continuing dryness depletes soil 
moisture for filling summer crops but aids early 
maturing crops. 


SOUTH AMERICA: 


Rains aid late-planted soybeans in 
Argentina. 
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FORMER USSR: Little, if any, precipitation 
(1-7mm) covered the major winter wheat producing 
areas of Ukraine, Black Soils Region, Volga 
Valley, and the North Caucasus. In addition, 
continued unseasonably warm weather accompanied 
the dryness, likely promoting early season 
fieldwork, especially in the southernmost areas. 
While weekly average temperatures were 4-7 degrees 
Celsius (C) above normal over the region, average 
temperatures remained below 5 degrees C, keeping 
winter grains dormant. Winter grains usually 
begin greening in late March in the extreme south. 
In February, overwintering conditions continued 
favorable for winter grains. Above-normal 
precipitation covered most of northern Belorussia, 
Central Region, eastern Ukraine, North Caucasus, 
and Volga Valley, helping moisture reserves. In 
contrast, mostly dry weather prevailed over TERN 
Moldova and central Ukraine. A brief episode of TOTAL PRECIPITATION (eset) 
bitter cold during February 23-26 covered the pa os Giana 1 mH 
eastern portion of the Central Region, Volga wasn — nian api tos 
Vyatsk Region, Volga Valley, Black Soils Region, 
the extreme eastern Ukraine, and the northern tip 
of the North Caucasus. Although minimum 
temperatures ranging from -16 to -33 degrees C in 
these areas exceeded the threshold for potential 
winterkill, a moderate to deep snow cover provided 
adequate protection from widespread damage. 
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EUROPE: Substantial rain (25-75mm) fell over 
north-central Europe, covering much of the Benelux 
countries, Germany, extreme eastern France, and 
northern Czechoslovakia. Beneficial moisture 
(10-25mm) covered much of the United Kingdom, 
northeastern and scattered portions of southern 
France, and Poland. The. topsoil moisture should 
help early spring growth of winter grains 
beginning to break dormancy in the northwest. 
Mostly dry weather prevailed across southern 
Europe from the Iberian Peninsula across Italy to 
Greece. Winter dryness continues to raise concern 
about adequate moisture reserves and irrigation 
supplies for the spring growing season. February 
rainfall was well below normal from southern 
England across France to the Iberian Peninsula, 
eB where monthly rainfall averaged less than 25 
EUROPE ) percent of normal in Portugal. The unseasonably 
( dry pattern extended across the Mediterranean 
TOTAL ply om region, extending into Italy’s Po Valley. A 
© MAR 8 - 14. 1902 highly variable moisture pattern prevailed in the 
east, while seasonable precipitation built 
ee ee moisture reserves in the _ northeast. The 
Mediterranean wet season typically ends in April; 
however, rain is urgently needed to ease the 
moisture shortfall. 
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NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Soaking rain (21-51mm) 
covered eastern Algeria and northern Tunisia, 
benefiting winter grains in the reproductive phase 
of development. In contrast, dry weather spread 
eastward from Morocco through winter grain areas 
in western Algeria and into central Algeria. No 
appreciable rains have fallen over southern 
Morocco since October, severely stressing winter 
grains. Although periodic showers in February 
brought temporary relief to drought stressed crops 
in northern Morocco, total precipitation continued 
below-normal. As a result, soil moisture reserves 
remained depleted. The rainy season in Morocco 
normally ends by May, and substantial rain is 
needed not only to prevent further declines in 
winter grain yields but also to improve pasture 
and rangeland conditions for livestock that has 
also been adversely affected by the drought. In 
eastern Algeria and Tunisia, the combination of 
near- to above-normal rainfall in February along 
with this past week’s beneficial rain has 
maintained favorable crop prospects. 








NORTHWESTERN AFRICA 
TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 
(Gem=1 MOI) 


February 1992 























s NORTHWESTERN AFRICA 


AVERAGE TEMPERATURE (C°) 


February 1992 


L 




















20 


Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 


March 17, 1992 





SOUTH AFRICA: Dry, warm weather covered all major 
crop areas, providing no relief for sugarcane and 
late-planted grains that could benefit from 
additional rainfall. High temperatures were in 
the low 30’s C in eastern crop areas and mid- to 
upper 30’s C in the west, reflecting this season’s 
temperature trend. In fact, drought-damaged corn 
deteriorated further in the month of February in 
primary crop regions of Orange Free State and 
southwestern Transvaal. Parts of the western crop 
received less than 25 percent of normal monthly 
rainfall as temperatures for the month again 
averaged 2-3 degrees C above normal. In contrast, 
February rainfall was near normal in eastern grain 
areas that historically account for about 20 
percent of the total corn crop. Temperatures in 
the east were also above normal, but extremes were 
in the low 30’s C range. 
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SOUTH ASIA: Seasonably dry, warm weather 
maintained favorable conditions for irrigated, 
immature winter grains and oilseeds in Pakistan 
and northwestern India. Because no appreciable 
rain has fallen in northwestern India since early 
February, more rain would be welcomed as rainfed 
winter wheat and canola advance toward maturity. 
Elsewhere, seasonable conditions favored maturing 
rice in eastern India and Bangladesh, but periods 
of unseasonably hot weather in central and 
southern India (highs 38-40 degrees C) stressed 
livestock. During February, early-month rains 
benefited reproductive to filling winter grains 
and oilseeds in Pakistan and India. Periodic cold 
temperatures, however, slowed crop growth. In the 
east, showers maintained irrigation reserves for 
dry season rice. Temperatures averaged near to 
below normal in rice areas north and east of 
Orissa, and near to above normal elsewhere. 
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EASTERN ASIA: The North China Plain, where 
significant moisture is needed to aid early growth 
of winter wheat, received only light rain (less 
than 10mm). Below normal autumn rains deprived 
the crop of adequate moisture for root 
establishment. Currently, most of the wheat crop 
should have broken dormancy, except for the far 
western and northern areas (Hebei, Shanxi, and 
Shaanxi). Weekly temperatures averaged 3-5 
degrees C above normal across the North China 
Plain, inducing the wheat out of dormancy. 
Moderate rains (20-65mm) fell across southern 
China, favoring early transplanted rice. During 
February, southern China received above normal 
rains, aiding irrigation supplies. Across the 
wheat belt, most areas received below normal 
rainfall, except for Shandong. The western areas 
(Shanxi and Shaanxi) normally receive only very 
light precipitation during February. 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA: Scattered showers continued over 
Malaysia and Indonesia, with moderate to heavy 
amounts (35-100mm or more) sustaining moisture 
reserves in western Malaysia and Java’s central 
and eastern rice areas. Locally inundating rain 
fell in eastern Java. Dry weather dominated crop 
areas elsewhere in Indochina and the Philippines. 
In February, rainfall was near to above normal 
over most of Indonesia and western Malaysia’s rice 
and oil palm areas. February rainfall was also 
near to above normal further north in Indochina, 
where unseasonable mid-month wetness improved 
reservoir and river levels from northern and 
eastern Thailand to Vietnam. In contrast, 
persistent dryness in the Philippines during 
February maintained unfavorable conditions for 
rice at varying stages of development. 





Hl .eccen cones eise0 


VaA> 




















Nella al 





Ke 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 
TERPERATORE Prob ORIGAL| 


February 1992 


ene 480068 Swees 1408 

















24 Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 


March 17, 1992 





AUSTRALIA: Dry conditions continued across 
eastern Australia, favoring early maturing summer 
crops, but depleting soil moisture for 
grain-filling sorghum and boll-filling cotton. 
Rainfall was confined to extreme northern 
Australia, missing the main coastal sugarcane crop 
in Queensland. At week’s end, a_ typhoon 
approached the coast of Queensland near Brisbane. 
Weekly temperatures averaged near normal across 
the major eastern crop areas. During February, 
above to much above normal rainfall across the 
eastern summer crop areas promoted adequate 
sorghum and cotton development. However, coastal 
and interior Queensland received below normal 
rainfall, reducing available moisture for 
Sugarcane and pasture development. 
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SOUTH AMERICA: Moderate rain (20-50mm) fell 
across Argentina’s main soybean area, southern 
Santa Fe and northern Buenos Aires, aiding 
vegetative to reproductive late-planted soybeans. 
However, more rain is needed to ensure adequate 
development during the current and upcoming 
moisture-sensitive stages. Scattered showers fell 
across this region during February, with some 
areas receiving only 60-70 percent of normal 
rainfall, depleting soil moisture supplies. 
Further west in Cordoba and La Pampa, heavier 
rainfall occurred (61-132mm), delaying corn and 
sorghum harvesting but helping immature sorghum. 
In the north, moderate rains (32-75mm) favored 
boll-filling cotton. Near to slightly above 
normal amounts of rain fell across most of the 
other major crop areas during February. In 
southern Brazil, scattered rain (33-75mm) aided 
pod-filling soybeans in Parana and Rio Grande do 
Sul and cotton and citrus crops in Sao Paulo, 
Weekly temperatures averaged 2-4 degrees C above 
normal across the major crop areas of Argentina 
and southern Brazil. In February, above normal 
rainfall across Rio Grande do Sul aided soybeans. 
While periodic rain has aided crop development in 
Parana and southern Mato Grosso do Sul, rainfall 
tended below normal during February, raising 
concerns about available soil moisture. 
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MEXICO: Much above normal rains (400-600 percent) 
continued across northwestern and central Mexico 
during early February with rainfall becoming 
sparse later in the month. Rainfall amounts 
ranged from 50-100mm in the northwest and central 
areas to less than 25mm in the north-central and 
southeast regions. The unusual wetness during 
January and early February reportedly reduced 
vegetable and wheat production. However, 
reservoir and soil moisture reserves are adequate 
to abundant for the upcoming summer crop season. 
Monthly temperatures averaged 1-2 degrees C below 
normal across north-central to southern Mexico. 
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International Weather and Crop Summary 
CORRECTED VERSION 


March 1 - 7, 1992 


FORMER USSR: Unseasonably warm weather returned 
to most winter grain areas. Weekly average 
temperatures were 6-9 degrees Celsius (C) above 
normal in the north and 2-4 degrees C above normal 
in the south. The mild weather pattern diminished 
snow cover in the west at earlier-than-usual 
dates. By March 7, the southward extent of 
sustained snow cover retreated as far north and 
east as the Central Region, Black Soils Region, 
and the lower Volga which is about 3-4 weeks 
earlier than usual. Winter grains remained 
dormant but continued to lose hardiness. 
Precipitation during the week continued light 
(3-16mm) with greatest amounts of moisture (around 
25mm) falling over crep areas adjacent to the 
Black Sea. 


EUROPE : Little precipitation and unseasonably 
mild weather across the continent promoted early 
spring fieldwork but increased concern about 
limited moisture reserves. The only areas which 
received near normal weekly precipitation amounts 
(10-20mm) were concentrated primarily in northern 
and central Germany, western Czechoslovakia, and 
northern Austria. Heavier showers (20-60mm) fell 
in Ireland, and western England, while light 
precipitation (less than 10mm) prevailed across 
northern Europe. With the exception of 
Mediterranean coastal showers in Spain and France, 
mostly dry weather prevailed across southern 
Europe from Portugal to Greece. Daytime high 
temperatures averaging in the teens (C) throughout 
the south and west have increased the need for 
spring rains to replenish dry topsoils, following 
below-normal winter precipitation. Much of the 
annual rainfall across the Mediterranean region 
occurs between October and April, leaving only 
another month for significant moisture to ease low 
water reserves. 


EASTERN ASIA: Much needed rain fell across the 
North China Plain, while cooler temperatures 
slowed winter wheat growth. Light to moderate 
rain (9-47mm) covered the central and southern 
wheat belt (southern Shandong, Henan, and northern 
Anhui). The northern wheat areas received only 
light precipitation (less than 10mm). Weekly 
temperatures averaged 2-4 degrees C below normal, 
while minimum temperatures ranged from -5 to 0 
degree C, insufficient to damage wheat and only 
causing minor frost burning of early growth. 
Moderate to heavy rain spread across southeastern 
China (Zhejiang, Jiangxi, Fujian, and Guangdong), 
favoring moisture supplies for early transplanted 
rice. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Moderate to heavy showers 
(50-100mm or more) covered much of Indonesia, 
including many of Java’s primary rice areas. In 
Malaysia, similar amounts were limited to western 
Malaysia’s southern oil palm areas as light rain 
(10mm or less) dominated the region, including 
peninsular Thailand. Following last week’s 
beneficial rain, dry, seasonably warmer weather 
returned to Indochina’s primary rice areas. Hot, 
dry weather is typical this time of year in 
northern Thailand, prior to seasonal shower 
activity that usually begins in late March to 
early April. In the Philippines, dry, 
warmer-than-normal conditions persisted, worsening 
moisture conditions for rice in varying stages of 
development. 


SOUTH ASIA: Dry, warm weather dominated all 
primary crop regions. In Pakistan and northern 
India, the seasonable conditions favored growth of 
reproductive to filling winter grains and 
oilseeds. Rice harvest typically begins during 
March in eastern India and Bangladesh, and a 
continuation of current conditions would ensure 
good quality and fieldwork progress. 


SOUTH AMERICA: Warm, and dry conditions prevailed 
across most areas of Argentina, favoring early 
corn harvesting, but depleting soil moisture for 
pod-filling soybeans and immature_- sorghum. 
Moisture deficits are not critical, but rain is 
needed to keep yield prospects at current levels. 
In southern Brazil, moisture remain adequate for 
late-filling summer crops. Beneficial rain 
(25-60mm) fell across Sao Paulo, Mato Grosso do 
Sul, and northern Parana, aiding pod-filling 
soybeans, but delaying harvesting of corn and 
early soybeans. Further south, Rio Grande do Sul 
received light to moderate rain (17-46mm), but 
amounts could be higher due to incomplete weekly 
data. Weekly temperatures averaged 2-4 degrees C 
above normal across Argentina’s major crop areas 
and near normal in southern Brazil. 


AUSTRALIA: Drier conditions prevailed across the 
eastern crop areas, drying soils with excessive 
moisture after previous heavy rain. The southern 
summer crop area in northern New South Wales 
received moderate rain (30-53mm), favoring 
grain-filling sorghum and boll-filling cotton. 
Further south in southeastern New South Wales, 
isolated heavy rain (greater than 100mm) 
replenished soil moisture reserves in the winter 
wheat areas. It was the first heavy rainfall 
event since the end of the wheat harvest. Widely 
scattered showers (22-53mm) fell across’ the 
coastal sugarcane areas, where seasonal rainfall 
is still below normal. Weekly temperatures 
averaged near normal across the major eastern 
crop. 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Light, widespread rain from 
March 3-5 over Morocco brought some relief to 
winter grains stressed by adverse dryness. 
Rainfall ranged from 10 to 25mm, helping to 
Stabilize conditions for winter grains entering 
the reproductive phase of development. Further 
east, timely showers (10-25mm) benefited winter 
grains in Algeria, while dry weather prevailed 
over crop areas in Tunisia. Soil moisture 
remained unfavorably low over the entire region. 
As a result, yield prospects for winter grains 
will be highly dependent on frequent rains in 
upcoming weeks as the crop advances through 
reproduction. 


SOUTH AFRICA: Drier-than-normal conditions 
prevailed across primary corn regions of Transvaal 
and Orange Free State, with most areas receiving 
10mm or less. However, in contrast to this 
season’s warming trend, temperatures were cooler 
than normal, with lows below 5 degrees C in most 
corn areas. Light to moderate rain (10-28mm) fell 
over most crop regions of Cape Province and Natal. 
With a major portion of crops approaching 
maturity, late-season rainfall will only benefit 
those immature crops that have not already 
suffered irreversible damage. 
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(Continued from front cover) 

below freezing from central Louisiana to central 
Georgia on Wednesday, and from central Alabama to 
near the Carolinas’ coastline on Thursday. Only 
36 hours after reaching 81°F, Jackson, KY, noted 
a daily record low of 19°F. Although no records 
were set, minimum temperatures of 25°F in Tupelo, 
MS, and Birmingham, AL, and 24°F in Greenville, 
SC, contrasted sharply with earlier mild weather. 
Farther north, copious snow buried the Northeast, 
including totals of 22 inches in Bradford, PA, and 
20 inches in Rochester, NY. In western New York’s 
snowbelt, Palermo recorded 85 inches of snow after 
midweek. Meanwhile, warm, dry air overspread the 
western half of the Nation. Boise, ID, with a 
75°F reading, was one of nearly 20 location to set 
a daily record high. At week’s end, showers edged 
into northern California, producing nearly an inch 
of rain in the northern Sacramento Valley. 
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